
BEIRUT: The Lebanese Economic
Organizations urged the government
in a proposal Friday to allow the pri-
vate sector to be more involved in
infrastructure projects in order to ease
the financial pressure on the Treasury.

The LEO,which groups all the lead-
ing banks and companies in Lebanon,

ment, social advancement, civic aware-
ness and strategic positioning.

The government of Prime Minister
Najib Mikati, a prominent business-
man himself, also highlighted the
importance of the private sector’s role
in stimulating the economy as well as
allowing the sector to take part in all
major projects, such as those to do
with electricity and water.

The private sector and Lebanese
commercial banks have expressed
interest in funding major government
projects but have fallen short of call-
ing for the privatization of state-
owned assets.
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Nurses call for adoption
of salary scale

BEIRUT: The Syndicate of Nurses
said Wednesday that the new salary
scale must be adopted for all nurs-
es. Speaking at a news conference,
Dr. Nouhad Doumit said that
improving the trade of nurses and
their work standards would only
help those in their care. “The adop-
tion of the salary scale is a sign of
commitment to improving condi-
tions for the work of nurses,”
Doumit said. She added that the
salary scale would help contribute
to the strategic plan “2016-20,”
adopted by the Health Ministry.
The syndicate stressed that the real-
ity of nursing in Lebanon is a “tick-
ing time bomb,” due to multiple
factors such as the low salaries for
nurses. “This leads health institu-
tions to resort to foreign labor in
violation of Lebanese labor laws, at
the expense of quality,” the state-
ment said. Gathered at the group’s
headquarters in Sin al-Fil, nurses
announced readiness to stage any
protests or movements demanding
their rights. – The Daily Star




